CAlIFAnNtE 


LABOR CLA 


The Official Journal of the San Francisco Labor Coun 


Vol. XXXVI 


San Francisco, September 17, 1937 


‘ 


No. 33 


California Federation of Labor Holds Convention 


(Special to the Labor Clarion) 

LONG BEACH, Sept. 16.—The largest conven- 
tion ever held by the California State Federation 
of Labor was called to order in the Civic Audi- 
torium on Monday last. 

Because of the illness of President James E. 
Hopkins, the convention was opened by Anthony 
L. Noriega of San Francisco, one of the vice- 
presidents, who later relinquished the gavel to 
C. J. Haggerty of Los Angeles, vice-president for 
District No. 3. 

Only a short session was held on Monday be- 
cause of the fact that the credentials committee 
was not ready to report. 

Because of the announced determination to rid 
the convention of delegates committed to the 
C. I. O., the sessions of the first two days were 
held in an atmosphere charged with dynamite, and 
the tenseness of the situation was accentuated by 
a brutal attack on John F. Shelley, president of the 
San Francisco Labor Council and delegate from 
the Bakery Wagon Drivers’ Union, which in some 
unexplained manner was coupled with the C. I. O.- 
A. F. of L. dispute. 

General resentment was expressed by delegates 
at the disgraceful incident, but when it was 
brought to the attention of the convention with 
the proposal for an _ investigation the dele- 
gates shied away from it, and when Tuesday’s 
session adjourned all reference to the attack had 
been ordered expunged from the record, a motion 
to condemn the attack had been tabled, a motion 
to investigate ruled out of order, and Shelley had 
been denied the privilege of addressing the 
meeting, 

Acts of Violence Denounced 

The temporary chairman brought up the subject 
of violence. As did most of the other speakers, he 
avoided specific mention of Shelley. Calling the 
attention of the delegates to reports of acts of 
violence—which included an earlier row between 
asserted communists and others at the credentials 
committee room—Haggerty said: 

“The state Federation, the American Federa- 
tion of Labor and all their affiliates do not con- 
done violence. I am sure I speak your sentiments 
in telling you that. 

“We are here for business and to legislate for 
our thousands and hundreds of thousands of mem- 
hers. I trust that delegates finding these things 
going on will see that they are stopped.” 

John Daly of San Francihco arose and declared 
his intention to make a motion dealing with a 
“serious crisis, in that overt acts were being com- 
mitted and being attributed to members of the 
convention.” 

“It is something with which we should concern 
ourselves,” he said, “so I move that the convention 
20 on record repudiating and denouncing all overt 
acts being committed and being attributed to the 
delegates of this convention.” 

Joseph Y. Henderson of the San Francisco 
Butchers, voicing approval of the motion, said it 
“seemed like closing the door when the horse was 
cone.” 

Joseph Casey of the San Francisco Teamsters 
declared that “an investigation should be held so 
that no one can be prejudiced in this matter,” but 
J. W. Buzzell of Los Angeles immediately made a 


motion to table the motion to condemn the vio- 
lence, which prevailed. A later motion to expunge 
from the record all reference to violence was 
carried. 

Pledge Allegiance to A. F. of L. 

With not one opposing vote, Tuesday’s session 
of the convention passed a resolution of allegiance 
to the American Federation of Labor which also 
condemned the Committee for Industrial Organi- 
zation. 

Previously it had been rumored that opposition 
to the resolution would be made the basis for at- 
tempts to unseat delegates voting against it. 

The resolution was introduced by Edward D. 
Vandeleur, Federation secretary, as a delegate 
from San Francisco Street Car Men’s Union No. 
518. In addition to Vandeleur it was signed by 
several members of the executive council. It was 
as follows: 

“The American Federation of Labor and its 
loyal affiliates are now confronted by a mushroom 
effort of disrupters and dissenters of legitimate 
trade unionism to create a dual organization, and 
it is a recognized and undenied fact that said 
efforts to create a dual organization are actively 
supported by every known radical, subversive, 
unpatriotic and communistic element, with the 
avowed purpose of enforcins —"_ BS 
ocratic rule upon the wo1 

“The Committee for If 
its attempt to defy the | D vaucut Ot this 
country and build up a political machine for the 
purpose of advancing the aspirations of an oppor- 
tunist who aspires to the office of President of the 
United States, is selfishly contributing to the 
undermining of the legitimate trade union move- 
ment as represented by the American Federation 
of Labor, and weakening the resistance that wage 
earners may present to the employers and thereby 
attacking the workers’ economic interests. 

“Resolved, That the thirty-eighth annual con- 
vention of the California State Federation of Labor 
go on record as renewing its pledge of allegiance 
to the American Federation of Labor; and be it 
further 

“Resolved, That the California State Federation 
of Labor, in thirty-eighth annual convention 
assembled, definitely repudiates the activities of the 
Committee for Industrial Organization and all its 
affiliates and members.” 

Expulsion Recommended 

The executive council of the Federation had 
recommended that delegates from the Central 
Labor Councils of San Jose, Santa Rosa, Santa 
Barbara and Bakersfield and the delegates from 
the Santa Cruz Butchers, the Hollywood Studio 
Painters, the Los Angeles Teachers, the Rodeo 
Mine, Mill and Smelter Workers and Ladies’ Gar- 
ment Workers of San Francisco be expelled for 
C. I. O. affiliation. 

Nominations for Officers 

Nominations for officers for the ensuing year on 
Wednesday brought out what apparently was a 
bid for the return of the Longshoremen’s Union 
to the A. F. of L. fold. 

The nomination of W. R. Patterson of San 
Pedro, member of the Longshoremen’s Union, by 
Haskell Tedwell, also of San Pedro, for vice- 


president for the Fourth district, was unopposed. 
Tedwell said that “Longshoremen in San Pedro 
will be back in the A. F. of L. in a few weeks, and 
we serve notice that Harry Bridges’ small group 
of phoney labor leaders will not keep the Interna- 
tional Longshoremen’s Association.” 

Patterson’s nomination was supported by Cap- 
tain Charles May of the San Francisco Masters, 
Mates and Pilots, and delegates from the Team- 
sters’ Union. Patterson was heartily cheered when 
it was announced that his unopposed nomination 
automatically elected him to the position. 


Ovation for Vandeleur 

C. J. Haggerty of Los Angeles for president, 
and Edward D. Vandeleur of San Francisco for 
secretary were unopposed, and the latter was given 
a great ovation. Joe Casey of the Teamsters made 
an effective plea to “go down the line with Vande- 
leur, to wipe out the C. I. O., to bring back the 
Longshoremen into the A. F. of L., and to stop 
C. I, O. racketeers betraying workers for a politi- 
cal fleshpot.” ? 

Nominations for vice-presidents in the San 
Francisco district No. 10 were Captain Charles 
May, Lewis F. Stone of the Carpenters, C. E. 
McGovern of the Laborers, Joseph McManus of 
the Chauffeurs, William Urmy of the Electricians, 
Charles McDonough of the Cooks and Anthony 


(Eureka) the nominees were 
Charles Graff of the Cooks and Waiters and F. T. 
Shipman, the incumbent. 

A proposal that President Roosevelt be asked by 
the convention to name an expert commission of 
three to investigate and recommend on the C. I. O.- 
A. F. of L. struggle was introduced by George 
Kidwell of the San Francisco Bakery Wagon 
Drivers. Under its provisions the A. F. of L. and 
C. I. O. unions would send delegates to act on the 
peace formula. 

This idea of making overtures for peace met 
rough sledding in the resolutions committee, 
-headed by J. W. Buzzell, secretary of the Los 
Angeles Central Labor Council. 

Labor Will Settle Own Quarrels 

“The C, I. O.-A. F. of L. fight is a family quar- 
rel and when it’s settled we'll settle it ourselves 
without .outside help,” Buzzell declared. 

“It’s like a man and his wife down in the street 
clawing each other and tearing each other’s hair. 
If anybody tried to stop them he would get clawed 
by both of them. 

“Peace-makers in this labor conflict would 
be turned on by both C. I. O. and the A. F. L. 
President Roosevelt would be in danger if he got 
in between. Labor must settle the fight itself.” 

Edward D. Vandeleur, secretary of the State 
Federation, advocated hands-off of peace attempts, 
declaring settlement would have to be originated 
by William Green and John L. Lewis. 

San Franciscans prominent in committee assign- 
ments were: William Urmy, Electricians, on cre- 
dentials committee and picked by Teamsters’ cau- 
cus to be new vice-president of Federation; C. T. 
McDonough, Cooks No. 44, on grievance com- 
mittee and slated to be a new vice-president also; 
C. F. May, Masters, Mates and Pilots, and Gus 
Uhl, Auto Painters No. 1073, legislation commit- 


ni pe rin ad Be 


tee; Lawrence Palacios, Laundry Workers, and 
Michael Troy, Street Car Men No. 1004, constitu- 
tion committee; Joseph Casey, Teamsters, and J. 
Scott Milne, Electricians; Fred West, Window 
Washers, and Thomas A. Rotell, Union Label Sec- 
tion, member and chairman, committee on label 
investigation; E. E. Porter, Typographical No. 21, 
and Nonie Cordes, Waitresses No. 48, committee 
on rules and order of business. 


Other vice-presidential nominations were: 

District 1, E. F. Nelson, San Diego; District 2, 
Carl Fletcher, Long Beach; District 3, C. T. Leh- 
man and Henry Clements, Los Angeles (two to be 
elected); District 4, W. R. Patterson, San Pedro; 
District 5, Nathan Saper, Hollywood; District 6, 
James Matthams, Santa Barbara; District 7, Clar- 
ence E. Dodd, Fresno; District 8, J. C. Fitzgerald 
and S. A. Pomerang, Stockton (one to be elected); 
District 9, Ros Mannina, Santa Clara; District 11, 
Charles W. Real, Alameda; District 12, J. L. Von 
Tellrop, Contra Costa; District 13, Charles F. 
Daley, Vallejo; District 14, George W. Stokel, 
Roseville; District 15, F. T. Shipman and Charles 
A. Graff, Eureka (one to be elected). 

The credentials committee refused credentials to 
Sam Jaye of the Miscellaneous Employees’ Union 
of San Francisco and Kasper Bauer of the Santa 
Cruz Butchers. 

Both were rejected on the grounds they were 
“known communists” and Jaye admitted his affi- 
liation, but immediately started-a fight for a hear- 
ing. 

The action reportedly was taken on orders of 
A. F. of L. President Green that no known com- 
munists be permitted to act as convention dele- 
gates. 


San Francisco Delegates 


The preliminary roster of delegates presented 
to the convention by the credential committee 
contains the names of the following delegates 
from San Francisco, with the names of the unions 
they represent: 


Alaska Fishermen — Paul Gerhardt, 
Vigen. 

Auto Mechanics No. 1305—C. A. Balcom, Rollie 
pel Me O. Hopp, John MacFarlane, D. McKee, L. D. 

mith. 

Auto Painters No. 1073—Edward M. Sullivan and 
Gus Uhl. 

Automotive Parts and Accessory Clerks No. 1026 
—William J. McKeon Jr. 

Bakery and Confectionery Workers Nos. 24, 119, 
125—Bertha Del Carlo, Vera Green, Max Happ, Mary 
McKay, Bessie Parker. 

Bakery Wagon Drivers and Salesmen No. 484— 
George G. Kidwell, Harold F. Murphy, John F. 
Shelley. 

Bartenders No. 41—James Burke, Tom Chatter- 
ton, Arthur Francis Dougherty, Tom Nickola, Wil- 
liam Walsh, Sam Wiesz, G. L. Phillips. 

Billposters and Billers No. 44—G. L. Phillips. 

Boilermakers, Iron Shipbuilders, Welders and 
Helpers No. 6—J. N. Ricci. 

Bookbinders and Bindery Women’s Union No. 31- 
125—Fred Dettmering. Mabel Rittel. 

Bottlers No. 298—William H. Ahern, Anton Ziezler 
Jr 


Bricklayers No. 7—Edward L. Nolan. 

Building Material Drivers No. 216—John E. 
Moore. 

Building Service Employees No. 87—Charles 
Hardy, Al Lorenzetti, Bertha Hardy, Herman Er- 
mirs. 

Building Service Employees No. $9—Charles Hardy. 

Butchers No. 115—Joseph Y. Henderson. 

Butchers No. 508—H. T. Pitner. 

Can Workers No. 20278—John E. Byrnes. 

Circular Distributors No. 11—Lloyd H. Gilmore. 

Carpenters No. 483—David H. Ryan, Lewis F. 
Stone. 

Carpenters No. 2164—C. A. Peterson. 

Carpenters No. 22—Arthur C. Nelson. 

Cemetery Employees No. 10634—Joseph McManus, 
James Symes. 

Chauffeurs No. 265—L. Chadwick. H. Kocher, E. 
Lotti, Al Gregg, George Welsh. J. MacBride. 

Construction and General Laborers No. 261— 
James Devlin, Paul S. Hoffman. Edwin L. Jackson, 
C. E. McGovern. John Singleton, J. L. Roche. 

Cooks No. 44—Rene Battaglini. John Bernhard, 
Paul Boulet, Ernest Lavine, Max Meyer, C. T. Mc- 
Donough. 

Coopers No. 65—W. R. Paterson. 

Cracker Bakers No. 125—Joseph L. Parker. 

Electrical Workers No. 6—J. Scott Milne, Charles 
J. Foehn, George J. Richards. 

Electrical Workers No. B-202—Jack P. Plasmier. 

Electrical Workers No. 151—J. Scott Milne. 

Elevator Constructors No. 8—Fred Thorpe. 

Elevator Operators No. 117—Grover C. Davlin, 
Harry C. Lewis, John Ahern. 

: oenrel Labor Union No. 20444—Thomas A. Ro- 
ell. 

Film and Poster Exchange No. 
Hendricks and Anne O’Brien. 

Garage Employees No. 556—Barney J. Dreyfus, 
Guy P. Harris, Preston Horner. 
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Garage Employees No. 665—Kenneth B. Flagg, 
Bert Moss. 

Government Employees No. 51—Roe H. Baker. 

Hospital and Institutional Workers No. 1981— 
Joseph J. Vaughan. 

Hotel and Apartment Clerks and Office Em- 
Ployees No. 283—Allen Butler. 

San Francisco Labor Council—George Kelly and 
William H. Urmy. 

Grocery Clerks No. 648—W. G. Desepte and Tina 
Dierssen. 

Hotel, Apartment Clerks and Office Employees 
No. 283—John W. Broskzy and Roger Deeney. 

Hotel and Apartment Clerks and Office Em- 
Ployees No. 283—Allen Butler and Harry O'Dell. 

Hairdressers and Cosmetologists No. 148-A—Rose 
Ohlendorf, Dorothy Smith, Huldah Riggs. 

International Molders No. 164—A. T. Wynn. 

Ice Wagon Drivers and Helpers No. 519—W. H. 
Allen and George Bonnelly. 

Jewelers No. 3 orge F. Allen. 

Journeymen Barbers No. 148—James Cramp, Jo- 
seph H. Honey, Clarence K. Weatherald. 

Ladies’ Garment Workers No. 8—Jack Taub. 

Laundry and Dry Cleaning Drivers No. 256—Jo- 
seph A. Collins, Maurice Le Frak, Fred J. Meyer. 

Laundry Workers No. 26—Tillie Clifford, Margie 
Hackett, John O’Keefe, Charles Keegan, Lawrence 
Palacios, Mary Quirk. 

Lithographers No. 17—F. P. Slater. 

Masters, Fae and Pilots, No. 40—O. W. Chaffee 

ay. 
Mates and Pilots No. 40—George M. 


Masters, Mates and Pilots No. 89—John G. Mo- 


reno. 

Milk Wagon Drivers No. 226—James D. Bowman, 
Stephen F. Gilligan, Samuel Haas, James Higgins, 
Thomas Morrison, Fred J. Wettstein. 

Miscellaneous Employees Union No. 110—Harry 
Chu, Gus Ducas, Thomas Dunn, Samuel Jaye, Mi- 
chael Smith, John Vallas. 

Molders No. 164—A. T. Wynn and Joe Duarte. 

Motion Picture Operators No. 162—F. M. Billings- 
ley, Alfred Cohn, Anthony L. Noriega. 

Musicians No. 6—James G. Dewey, A. Jack Hay- 
wood, Albert Morris. 

National Association of Letter Carriers No. 214— 
John C. Daly. 

Nurses No. 19923—Mrs. Hazel C. Woods. 

Operating Engineers No. 64—R. R. Corrie. 

Operating Engineers No. 59—Patrick Clancy, A. 
B. Wadman. 

Packers and Preservers No. 20989—Lawrence 
Borgante and James A. Caras. 

Painters No. 1158—Lloyd Markland, Joseph Sax- 
on, Elmo B. Simmons. 

Park Employees No. 311—Daniel Dougherty, An- 
drew J. Gallagher, John P. McLaughlin. - 

Pattern Makers—Thomas Stoffer. 

Plasterers No. 460—John Magnani and F. J. Nie- 
berding. 

Printing Pressmen and Assistants No. 24—George 
G. Spooner and Frank O’Neill. 

Professional Embalmers No. 9049—George A. 
Monahan and William J. Williams. 

Office Employees No. 13188—Theodore Johnson 
and Sally Schaner. 

Pile Drivers No. 34—Don Cameron, D. Campbell, 
A. L. McDonald, H. Roy, Leo Vander Lans. 

Plumbers and Gas Fitters No. 442—John L 
Spaulding and John Kelly. 

Post Office Clerks No. 2—H. A. Weirich and Den- 
nis J. Sheehy. 

Railway Mail Association—Albert C. Meyer. 

Retail Delivery Drivers No. 278—W. R. Otto. 

Retail Shoe and Textile Salesmen No. 410—F. F. 
Fitzsimmons and J. B. Torrenga. 

Sailors’ Union of the Pacific—Charles Kindell 
and Arthur James Probert. 

Photo Engravers No. 8—Andrew J. Gallagher. 

Sheep Shearers of North America—L. J. Hedla. 

Stage Employees No. 16—F. B. Williams. 

Steam Shovel and Dredgemen No. 45—Charles 
Garney. Arleigh Hall, M. G. Murphy, James Vahey, 
E. E. Ellison, J. H. La Force. 

Street Railway Carmen No. 1004—Paul Colbert, 
A. E. England, C. L. Good, B. L. Johnson, Herbert 
G. King, Michael Troy. 

Street Railway Carmen Division 518—Henry S. 
Foley, Edward Grant, John A. Mannix, George 
vere Richard G. O’Connor, Edward D. Vande- 
eur. 


Switchmen No. 197—John J. Hogan and A. L. 
Webb. 


Teachers No. 6-—E. A. Bondreau. 


Teamsters No. 85—Philip Dindia, Lawrence Do- 
herty, Barney Flynn, John Loughman, William Mc- 
Laughlin, John P. McLaughlin. 


Theatrical Employees No. B-18—A. F. Maass. 


Typographical No. 21—Al B. Crackbon, H. O. 
Melaas, E. E. Porter. 


Union Label Section—Thomas A. Rotell and Clar- 
ence Weatherald. 


United Garment Workers No. 131 — Harry W. 
Bishop, Angelina Borrelli, Nellie Casey, John Fer- 
rero. 


Technical Engineers and Draftsmen No. 11—John 
J. Casey. 


Waiters and Dairy Lunchmen No. 30—A. C. Arm- 
strong, Harry Dennis, Louis Francoeur, T. lL. Les- 
ter, John McKelvey, Fred Siegman. 


Waitresses No. 48—Nonie Corder, Frankie Behan, 
Nonie Fischer, Anna Hensley, Gussie Neubert, Min- 
nie Lucy. : 


Web Pressmen No. 4—J. Vernon Burk, Daniel C. 
Murphy, Lawrence H. Wickstrom. 


Window Cleaners No. 44—E. A. Brown and Fred 


West. 
—_—__—<_g—_______— 


ELECTRIC UNION PACT REACHED 
V. E. Blume of San Francisco, general manager 
of the Pacific division of Postal Telegraph, com- 
pleted an agreement last week between the com- 
pany and the International Brotherhood of Elec- 
trical Workers, affiliated with the A. F. of L. 
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Will Form New Union 
Of Newspaper Writers 


Following the announced policy of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor to expel all unions di- 
rectly affiliated with the Committee for Industria] 
Organization, William Green, president of the A. 
F. of L., proclaimed the beginning of a militant 
drive against the American Newspaper Guild. 

Headquarters of the Guild announced last week 
in New York a referendum of the membership 
showed 3392 in favor of and 1691 against the ac- 
tion of the national Guild convention in St. Louis 
last June, which voted to affiliate with the C. I. 0, 
headed by John L. Lewis. 

In a prepared statement issued by Green on 
Sunday last he said: 

“All news and editorial employees of newspa- 
pers throughout the country will be invited to join 
unions organized by the A. F. of L. It is expected 
members of the Guild who voted against affiliation 
with the Committee for Industrial Organization, 
or against its political policies, will form the 
nucleus of this new organization.” 

Green said the new A. F. L. sponsored union 
for newspaper workers “will be accorded the 
fullest support by the mechanical trades unions of 
the A. F. L., which for years have been solidly 
entrenched in the newspaper business. Without the 
help and support of these unions the Guild will 
be unable to maintain its position. The A. F. L, 
will resist any attempt of the C. I. O. Guild to 
bring non-editorial and clerical workers into Guild 
membership. Such employees will be urged to 
join the established printing and mechanical trades 
unions.” 

Asked about the action planned in outlawing 
the Guild, Green said: 

“All state and central bodies of the A. F. L. 
will be instructed to expel local chapters of the 
Guild, as they are no longer eligible to member- 
ship because of association with the C. I. O. On 
the other hand, our unions will be admitted into 
state and city organizations of the A. F. L. and 
receive their fullest support.” 


The A. F. L. adopted this method of com- 
bating the Guild, he said, “in the interests of the 
newspaper workers and to help preserve the free- 
dom of the American press.” 

Declaring Guild members “may be committed 
by their association with the C. I. O. to a deli- 
nite political policy,” Green recalled the Federa- 
tion “for fifty years has been fighting for a free 
press. History shows dictatorships cannot be es- 
tablished without destruction of free trade union- 
ism and that free trade unionism cannot be wiped 
out while a free press exists.” 
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Santa Clara Teamsters Demand 
Resignation of Council Officials 


Teamsters’ Union Local 289 voted on Tuesday 
last to demand the resignation of Earl Moorehead 
and J. J. Anderson, president and secretary re- 
spectively of the Santa Clara County Central La- 
bor Council, E. F. Denton, business agent, an- 
nounced in San Jose. 


This action followed the refusal of the California 
State Federation of Labor convention at Long 
Beach to seat Moorehead and Anderson as dele- 
gates on the ground they were sympathetic to ©. 
I. O. It also follows a recent controversy be- 
tween Moorehead and Anderson on one side and 
Secretary Edward Vandeleur of the State Fed- 
eration of Labor over the organization of San Jose 
cannery and agricultural workers. 

The San Jose Teamsters also voted to give 
financial and moral support to San Francisco 
Teamsters’ Union in its war to take the ware- 
housemen away from I. L. A, Affiliation. 
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A. F. of L. Is Organizing 


Warehousemen’s Union 


The A. F. L.-C. I. O. fight for control of ware- 
housemen in the Bay district is being waged with 
renewed vigor on both sides of the Bay. 

In Oakland, Charles Real, secretary of the 
Teamsters’ Union, announced that more than 200 
warehousemen have deserted the longshore-ware- 
house union, which is affiliated with the Commit- 
tee for Industrial Organization, and have signed 
up with the newly chartered Warehousemen’s 
Union of the American Federation of Labor. 


In San Francisco, reports that teamsters are 
actively organizing warehousemen into an A. F. 
of L, organization went undenied by officials. 

Progress in East Bay 


Commenting on progress made in the East Bay, 
Real told reporters: 

“Before this week is over we will have 800 
members in the A. F. of L. warehouse union. The 
response has been beyond our hopes. We are 
confining our organization efforts to workers in 
inland warehouses—but scores of workers in wa- 
terfront warehouses, dissatisfied with their present 
leadership, are making overtures to us.” 

Organization has been put in charge of Jules 
Bartola, member of the Oakland Teamsters’ Union, 
said Real. An organization meeting at which the 
charter will be presented and officers elected will 
be held as soon as 800 workers have joined the 
new organization, he said. ; 

Secretary John P. McLaughlin of the local 
Teamsters’ Union declared his group “did not go 
into this dispute with any desire to harm the work- 
erg or the flow of business of the community.” 

Dispute Is Uncalled For 


He cited that the teamsters had been awarded 
jurisdiction over warehouses by the A. F. of L., 
that the longshoremen had encroached on this jur- 
isdiction, and that the resultant dispute “is un- 
called for and unreasonable and is part of a na- 
tion-wide program to sabotage the organized la- 
bor movement.” 

Teamsters are maintaining the blockade imposed 
on San Francisco bay ports in their jurisdictional 
dispute with longshoremen. Much cargo was be- 
ing diverted from water to rail and predictions 
were that within a weelk, longshoremen in San 
Francisco and the East Bay will be without work. 

Teamsters have announced that attempts to 
evade the blockade by transshipping goods from 
San Francisco to other ports will result in spread 
of the blockade. : 

Dave Beck, international vice-president of the 
Teamsters, declared that unless longshoremen 
cease attempts to raid the Teamsters’ Union in 
Los Angeles a blockade will be established there. 

eg 


Company Union Men Were Paid 
For Attending Banquet to Grace 


Hearings on charges of unfair labor practices by 
the Bethlehem Steel company got off to a flying 
start at Johnstown, Pa., with the testimony of 
John N. Zeman before Frank Bloom, examiner 
for the N. L. R. B. Zeman has worked in the roll- 


We Don’t Patronize 


SATURDAY EVENING POST 
LADIES’ HOME JOURNAL 
COUNTRY GENTLEMAN 

These publications are. unfair to Organized 
Labor. Their managements refuse to deal with 
the Printing Trades Unions and their employees 
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Allied Printing Trades Council 
of San Francisco 


LABOR-CLARION 
ing mill department of the Bethlehem plant for 
fourteen years. 

He testified that the “Employees’ Representa- 
tion Plan” was purely a company-controlled af- 
fair; and he had been an officer in that “plan” for 
several years. He testified that members of the 
“plan” attended banquets to Eugene G. Grace, 
and were paid wages for the time spent in such 
things. At one of these meetings Grace said 
that the “plan” “would be in existence if only one 
representative was left.” 

“Was there any mention of the C. I. O. at this 
banquet?” asked the Board’s attorney. 

“No, sir.’ “Of the S. W. O. C.?” “No, sir.” 
“Did you pay for the meals?” “No, sir.” “How 
long were you there?” “Three and a half or four 
hours.” “Were you paid for attending?” “Yes, sir.” 
“How much?” “At the mill rate.” 


ee ee 
Newspaper Guild Referendum 


Supports Action of Convention 
With well over half of the expected votes 
counted in the American Newspaper Guild refer- 
endum, it appears certain that the membership 
has given decisive support to the 1937 American 
Newspaper Guild convention program. The crucial 
C. I. O. and jurisdiction questions apparently are 
carrying by two and one-half and nearly two to 
one respectively. The results are still unofficial. 
The only one of the ten questions on which 
the result was still in doubt was the convention 
condemnation of fascist oppression of labor in 
Spain. Indorsement of the convention resolution 
on this point led by 120 votes, the incomplete tab- 
ulation being 1891 to 1771. The convention was 
backed on other issues by margins ranging from 
680 to 1756 votes in the incomplete returns. 


a 
Thirty-six-Hour Week to Be Asked 
For All Postoffice Employees 


A thirty-six-hour week for all postal employees 
will be sought by Representative James M. Mead 
of New York at the next meeting of Congress, he 
announced in a speech before the annual conven- 
tion of the National Association of Letter Carriers 
at Kansas City, Mo. 

Mead sponsored legislation reducing the work 
week of postal employees from forty-four to forty 
hours. He said he planned to seek the reduced 
work-week because the “only hope of economic 
development of America lies in shorter hours and 
higher pay.” 
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Workers Will Receive 
Larger Income Share 


The United States Department of Commerce re- 
ports that labor will receive the largest slice of the 
national income on record during 1937. 


National income is expected to aggregate about 
$70,000,000,000 this year, an increase of 12 per cent 
over last year but about 13 per cent under 1929, 


The country’s workers received $41,250,000,000, 
or 65.6 per cent, of last year’s $62,056,000,000 in- 
come. This was a new percentage high since the 
Commerce Department first started keeping tab 
on income distribution in 1929, 


Officials said employees’ compensation undoubt- 
edly will increase further this year because of fat- 
tened pay envelopes given workers in the steel, 
automobile and other industries. 


They estimated that average per capita income 
to all employees will rise above the $1300 mark, 
compared with $1244 last year and $1450 in 1929. 


Salaried employees— the so-called “white collar 
workers”—probably will receive more than $2400 
per capita, compared with $2333 in 1936 and $2560 
in 1929, 


The rise in total and per capita income, however, 
will be offset in part by price increases since last 
year. 


Should total national income continue its present 
upward curve it would reach the 1929 level of 
$78,174,000,000 next year. 
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The Die Is Cast 


After long months of deliberation, and with 
much reluctance, the San Francisco Labor Coun- 
cil has reached the parting of the ways with those 
unions claiming allegiance to the Committee for 
Industrial Organization. 

“A ‘house divided against itself cannot stand.” 
The anomalous position of organizations retain- 
ing membership within a labor council which they 
seek to destroy has at last dawned on the union 
men and women of San Francisco, and the de- 
Structionists will be given opportunity to follow 
the leadership of John L. Lewis without hindrance. 

It is to be hoped, however, that they will cease 
the hypocritical cant about “democratic” organi- 
zations while casting their lot with an organiza- 
tion that makes no claim to “democratic” pro- 
cedure. The Committee for Industrial Organiza- 
tion is a pure dictatorship, with no elective offi- 
cials, with no constitution or laws other than the 
sweet will of one man; with no other purpose in 
view, apparently, than to impose the will of one 
man upon the workers of the country. 

No such organization can prosper long in 
America. Its activities are contrary to every con- 
ception of trade unionism which has made the 
American Federation of Labor the greatest or- 
ganization of workers in the world. It is almost 
unbelievable that American citizens can be so en- 
raptured with hero worship that they will submit 
to the dictates of one man in matters that concern 
the economic welfare of millions of free American 
citizens, 


ee 
Arbitrary Government Foe of Peace 


As war draws nearer in Asia and in Europe it 
is well to take our bearings and get certain key 
facts in mind. Workers ‘in particular have an 
interest in doing this, says an I. L. N. S. writer. 

In Asia all the facts are simple and clear, with 
no room left for doubt. Japan is the agressor, 
China the resisting victim. Leaving out all earlier 
matters, all of which point the same way, Japan’s 
premier has said in substance that there will be no 
negotiations, that Japan will fight until China 
accepts Japan’s will. That will, it is not denied, 
includes the annexation by Japan of North China, 
or the setting up of a puppet state in that region 
under Japanese control. 

In Europe the situation is more complex; but 
the main items stand clear. The fascist powers, 
Germany and Italy, but particularly Italy, have 
been the aggressors. Mussolini staged his pirate 
raid on Ethiopia—and got away with it. Embold- 
ened by success, he and Hitler fostered, armed 
and aided the fascist rebellion in Spain. In the 
recent campaign in northwestern Spain six divi- 
sions of Italian troops were in the rebel army; 
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Mussolini congratulated them on their valor and 
success; and Italian papers have printed the state- 
ment that the families of these soldiers are re- 
ceiving regular payments from the Italian govern- 
ment. 


Germany has furnished less active aid to the 
Spanish rebels, though German planes destroyed 
Guernica and machine-gunned its fleeing people. 
But Hitler’s open proclamation of a “community 
of will” between himself, Italy and Japan makes 
further evidence needless. 


The immediate crisis comes over the fact that 
submarines, certainly Italian or German, and al- 
most certainly Italian, have sunk a number of mer- 
chant ships in the Mediterranean and attacked 
others. 

Arbitrary government, whether you call it fas- 
cist, nazi or military, is the sworn foe of peace, as 
it is the sworn tyrant of labor, and the relentless 
hunter down of anything that even looks like a 
labor union. In the days that lie ahead, keep 
these facts in mind. 

The British Transport and General Workers’ 
Union, one of the largest and most influential 
British labor organizations, has rejected by an 
overwhelming majority a proposal for the “united 
front” and any kind of association with the unity 
campaign, usually promoted by communists. The 
same action was taken with a resolution urging 
that support be given to the affiliation of the Com- 
munist party to the Labor party. An amendment 
regarding the “united front” stated that, while 
the desire for organized working-class unity was 
appreciated, such unity was best obtainable 
through the closer co-ordination of the three great 
working-class movements, the trade union, labor 
political and co-operative movements. The 
amendment keenly deplored “the action taken by 
people desirous of causing confusion and disinte- 
gration in the three movements mentioned, by 
their advocacy of so-called “united fronts” with 
unattached political and industrial organizations. 


————— &— —____ 
Age Limit Policy Must Be Fought 


Secretary of Labor Frances Perkins in her La- 
bor Day address presented a much-needed plea 
for the aging worker in industry. The age limit 
in employment has been extended and tightened 
until now it is “a menace and a terror to thousands 
of family bread winners when they reach the age 
of 45 or 50.” 

“If this age limit policy continues to develop,” 
she said, “the economic problems of many workers 
will start at 45, instead of at 65 or 70.” 

The secretary gave figures. In 3781 establish- 
ments studied in Massachusetts, 230 factories had 
no male workers 45 or over; 137 had less than 
10 per cent of such workers, and 434 had 10 per 
cent but less than 20. In the radio industry only 
7 per cent are over 45; in insurance companies 23 
per cent. Chain stores give only half as much 
work to older men as regular retail stores; in 
banks, 40 per cent of the workers are above 45; 
and in the manufacture of silverware, 54 per cent 
of men employed were above that age. 

Age limits come chiefly from two curses of 
modern industry the speed-up in manual occupa- 
tions and the go-getter demands made of sales- 
men, as in the insurance business. 

Labor has recently begun to correct this evil. 
In the settlement of a painters’ strike in New York 
the terms expressly required the bosses to employ 
a certain proportion of older men. But government 
and industry must co-operate before the problem 
can be solved. 

ae ee 

SAFETY OF AMERICANS AT HOME 

The peace and welfare of millions of Americans 
at home should be given at least equal considera- 
tion with the safety of a few hundred who choose 
to stay in Shanghai—Tampa (Fla.) “Morning 
Tribune.” 
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Profits From Medical Discoveries 


Dr. Frederick Banting, one of the two discover. 
ers of insulin, got one dollar for his help in mini. 
mizing and even stopping one of the most common 
diseases of later life. He is a physician, and the 
ethics of his profession do not permit him to draw 
commercial profits from devices to give help to 
the sick. But the people who bought the Patents 
and manufactured insulin cleared $400,000 net 
profits the first year. 


This astounding situation was brought out at 
the chemical convention in Rochester, N. Y., in de- 
bate on the question, “Are patents on medicines 
and on foods in the public interest?” 

So far as medicines are concerned the answer is 
a large, emphatic and vigorously enforced “No!” 
In no branch of scientific learning is love of money 
reward the prime motive for research. Desire to 
help mankind and plain curiosity are stronger 
than greed almost everywhere in this line of work: 
and in medical research, as the experience of Dr. 
Banting shows, the money motive often fades out 
altogether. 


Medical discoveries should be free. So far as the 
doctors are concerned they usually are free. Jen- 
ner made no fortune out of vaccination; Jesse 
Lazear gave up his life and Walter Reed never 
dreamed of profit in the trapping and destruction 
of yellow fever. This is one field where the profit 
motive should be smashed with any necessary 
club. 


—— ee 


An Experiment in Co-operation 


Greenbelt, Maryland, a place designed by the 
much berated Rex Tugwell as a model town, is to 
be the site of another experiment. It has housing 
for nearly 900 families; and occupancy will begin 
within a month. And now a corporation headed 
by E. A. Filene, merchant and philanthropist of 
Boston, will take over the job of supplying mer- 
cantile service to this community—without profit. 

It is certainly a noble experiment, not the tirst 
one Mr. Filene has made; and he nearly always 
succeeds. The Consumer Distribution Corpora- 
tion, organized last year by Mr. Filene as the nu- 
cleus for a series of co-operative stores, will make 
this its first real venture. It will run a general 
merchandise store, food and meat market, drug 
store, motion picture theater, barber shop, filling 
station, “and other services which a community of 
900 families will need.” 

Since business cannot be conducted safely with- 
out margins, Filene announces that all profits 
made will be turned over in some fashion to the 
community. And as soon as the Greenbelt com- 
munity is ready to take over these supply services, 
the job will be turned over to it without cost. 

Co-operatives do about a quarter of the retail 
business of Great Britain. They are the basis of 
Denmarks’ prosperity. They are potent in other 
Scandinavian countries; and wherever they come, 
they lighten the load of the consumer. But up to 
date, except for the purpose of marketing certain 
limited crops, they have made no such advance 
in this country as has been scored in half a dozen 
other countries. Perhaps this will be the turning 
point. 

— 
THE NEUTRALITY ACT 


It would be far worse (than losing millions of 
dollars in trade) if failure to invoke the neutrality 
act should involve us in a war that is no concern 
of ours.—Rochester (N. Y.) “Times-Union.” 


a 


DOLLAR DIPLOMACY 
If concern over these millions of dollars (in 
trade with Japan) is influencing Washington, then 
it is high time the neutrality law was invoked— 
“Tllinois State Journal.” 
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Labor Day Address by 
A. F. of L. Secretary 


A strong defense of the organization policy of 
the American Federation of Labor with regard 
to organizing the workers in mass production 
industries was made by Frank Morrison, secre- 
tary-treasurer of the A. F. of L., in his Labor Day 
speech at Erie, Pa., under the auspices of the Cen- 
tral Labor Council. 

He declared that members of A. F. of L. unions 
“are free to chart their course in whatever way 
appeals to them as promoting their best interests 
so long as there may be no encroachment upon 
the equal rights of other trades and callings,” and 
cited the action of the 1934 and 1935 conventions 
of the American Federation of Labor regarding 
the organization of the workers in mass produc- 
tion industries as an illustration of the flexibility 
of American Federation of, Labor trade union 
policies “to adapt themselves to the needs of the 
workers.” 

C. I. O. Opposition to Majority Rule 

Turning to the Committee for Industrial Or- 
ganization, Mr. Morrison pointed out that it was 
established at the instance of John L. Lewis to 
override the organization policy adopted by a large 
majority of the delegates to the 1935 convention 
of the American Federation of Labor, and thus 
overthrow the principle of majority rule and dem- 
ocratic procedure in the organized labor move- 
ment, 

Secretary Morrison recounted the action of the 
the A. F. of L. executive council and the Tampa 
convention of the American Federation of Labor 
in suspending the ten original unions composing 
the Committee for Industrial Organization for 
establishing and promoting an organization dual 
to the American Federation of Labor. 

He pointed out that since the justifiable action 
of the American Federation of Labor in suspend- 
ing the C. I. O. unions as of September 5, 1936, 
“up to and including August 31, 1937, the member- 
ship of the unions affiliated with the American 
Federation of Labor, but not including the 10 that 
stand suspended, shows an increase of over 830,339 
members.” 


Flexible Policy of A. F. of L. 


In addition the veteran Federation official em- 
phasized various mergers of A. F. of L. unions 
and extensions of jurisdiction as illustrating the 
broad and flexible policy of the parent body and 
its affiliated unions, Among those mentioned in 
this connection were: 

The Allied Metal Mechanics became part of the 
International Association of Machinists, as did the 
Machinists’ Helpers’ unions. The Amalgamated 
Woodworkers became a part of the Brotherhood 
of Carpenters. By mutual agreement the Steam 
Fitters and Helpers were amalgamated into the 
United Association of Plumbers and Steam Fit- 
ters. The Molders’ Union encompasses molders 
of all metals and some years ago the Coremakers’ 
Union was amalgamated with it. The Black- 
smiths’ Brotherhood includes chain makers, drop 
forgers and helpers. The Lasters’ Union amal- 
gamated with the Boot and Shoe Workers. The 
United Mine Workers has jurisdiction over all 
work around mines. The Granite Cutters include 
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polishers and sawyers and the tool sharpeners 
have been part thereof from the beginning. Quarry 
Workers added derrickmen, boxing and strapping 
to their organization. Railroad Telegraphers 
added station agents, signalmen, train dispatchers, 
pneumatic interlockers and staffmen. Some years 
ago a movement was on foot to amalgamate the 
Tailors, United Garment Workers and Ladies’ 
Garment Workers. The membership, however, did 
not agree upon such a merger, and under the well 
known autonomous rights of A. F. of L. unions 
they were left to their own wishes as to the policy 
best suited to their requirements. 
Achievements in Legislative Field 

Secretary Morrison also stressed the outstand- 
ing importance of the legislative achievements of 
the American Federation of Labor, mentioning in 
particular the National Labor Relations Act, 
which gives legal protection to the right of work- 
ing men and women to organize in unions for their 
mutual benefit and protection without interference 
from employers; the Norris-LaGuardia Anti-in- 
junction Law which remedied the constitutional 
defects of the labor provisions of the Clayton 
Anti-Trust Act; the Social Security Act; shorter 
week for 120,000 postal employees without re- 
duction in pay; railroad retirement act; the pr 
hibition of transportation of prison-made goods 
under certain circumstances; the law requiring 
that government work shall be done under a pre- 
vailing rate of wages, the five-day week and with- 
out child labor being employed; prevailing wage 
rate on relief work; low cost housing act; Pan- 
ama Retirement law; the appropriation to enable 
farm tenants and sharecroppers to obtain farm 
ownership; forbidding transportation in interstate 
commerce of professional strikebreakers. 

In discussing the fight which the A. F. of L. 
has made to protect the constitutional rights of 
workers, Morrison said that it has had all the im- 
plications of warfare with enemy forces, and he 
continued: 


“Those members whose loyalty survives the 


Get Your Next 


SUIT 


ROOS BROS. 


Pa 


MARKET at STOCKTON STREET 


Five 


crucial test of experience know there is no rapid 
road to success. The policies of the organized 
labor movement as represented by the American 
Federation of Labor are based on principles of 
democracy. These’ principles comprehend ‘the 
fullest opportunity for the presentation and sup- 
port of divergent views and convictions, out of 
which are shaped the majority judgment, which 
must be applied to achieve direction and execu- 
tion of plans.” 
———_@____. 


Czech Patriot Dies 


Former President Thomas G. Masaryk, 87-year- 
old founder of the Czechoslovakian Republic, died 
this week at Prague. He had been suffering from 
pneumonia and an arterial condition. 

Jan Masaryk, Minister to London, was at his 
father’s bedside. 

Masaryk’s rise from blacksmith’s apprentice to 
president of a nation of 15,000,000 persons reads 
like a Horatio Alger story. He was born in Ger- 
man Bavaria, son of a coachman and former serf. 

Masaryk first entered politics when he was about 
35. When the world war came he foresaw col- 
lapse of the Austria-Hungarian empire and began 
organizing his Nationalist movement. His declara- 
tion of Czechoslovakian independence was issued 
from America on October 18, 1918. Ten days later 
the revolution broke out in Prague and on Novem- 
ber 5 the republic was proclaimed, 

— 

A school at Ellison Bay, Wis., will dispense 
entirely with books. Sometimes we wonder if the 
United States Treasury wouldn’t be happier that 
way.—Atlanta “Constitution.” 
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Lumber Workers’ Leader 
Returns to A. F. of L. 


The A. F. of L. staged a one-man uprising in a 
C. I. O. strategy meeting at Portland, Ore., and 
threw it into an uproar which was expected to 
reverberate into the most serious crisis of the 
inter-union warfare for control of the big sawmill 
industry in the Northwest. 

In the midst of a jammed meeting of C. I. O. 
mill workers William F. Wedel, financial secretary 
of the C. I. O. affiliate, and long a prominent fig- 
ure in Northwest labor affairs, submitted his resig- 
nation and invited fellow workers to follow him 
back to the A. F. of L. 

Slightly more than a week ago the Lumber and 
Sawmill Workers’ Union, long time A. F. of L. 
affiliate, accepted a C. I. O. charter and claimed 
control of the Portland sawmill employees, precipi- 
tating one of the most bitter labor rivalries in 
Portland’s history as the A. F. of L. quickly 
maneuvered to regain lost membership. 

“I told them (the C. I. O. meeting) that the 
C. I. O. stole the Millworkers’ Union from the 
A. F. L.,” said Wedel. “Now the leaders of C. I. O. 
are threatening to blacklist the men for life in the 
Northwest lumber industry if they return to the 
A. F. of L. And they call that democratic organ- 
ization?” ee 

WILL MEET IN SANTA MONICA 

The Brotherhood of Painters, Decorators and 
Paperhangers of America in session at Buffalo, 
N. Y., selected Santa Monica, Calif., as its 1941 
convention city. 
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STATE C. I. 0. CHARTER ASKED 


The executive council of the West Virginia 
State Federation of Labor has applied for a C. I 
O. charter, following revocation of its A. F. of L. 
charter for refusing to expel delegates of C. I. O. 
unions at its recent convention in Parkersburg, 
W. Va. The A. F. of L. executive council has 
acted to reorganize the State Federation with offi- 
cers loyal to the A. F. of L. 

ee a 


Democrats Make Haste to Repay 


Campaign Contribution of Lewis 


“It ill behooves one who has supped at labor’s 
table and who has been sheltered in labor’s house 
to curse with equal fervor and fine impartiality 
both labor and its adversaries when they become 
locked in deadly embrace.” 


This was the statement of John L. Lewis, head 
of the self-appointed Committee for Industrial 
Organization, in a speech radioed throughout the 
country on September 3. He referred to the half 
million dollar contribution of the United Mine 
Workers to the Democratic campaign fund in 
1936. And by the way, the members of this “demo- 
cratic” organization presided over by Lewis had 
nothing to say about the disposal of their funds for 
partisan political purposes. 

And now, according to a news service dispatch 
from Washington, the Democratic National Com- 
mittee, in an effort to liquidate the loan, has paid 
a $25,000 installment on its $50,000 debt to the 
Committee for Industrial Organization chief in 
spite of the fact that it has still a debt of $166,- 
799.84 outstanding. 

The significant fact was that the Democrats ap- 
parently felt so impelled to cut their debt to Lewis 
that they borrowed money from other sources—the 
Manufacturers’ Trust Company of New York, 
specifically— to do so. 

There is said to be no record of John L. making 
any move to call the loan, but on August 31 the 
Democratic party borrowed $80,000 from the Man- 
hattan banking institution, of which $25,000 went 
to curtail the Lewis loan. 
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Green Scores Attitude 
Of Printers’ President 


A direct challenge to the International Typo. 
graphical Union to take a definite stand on the 
question of affiliation with the Committee for [n- 
dustrial Organization was made Monday last by 
William Green, president of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, in a speech before the convention 
of the International Typographical Union at Louis- 
ville, Ky. 

In a vigorous attack on C. I. O. policies Green 
waved a photographic copy of a C. I. O. charter 
recently granted a northwestern lumber union and 
signed by Charles P. Howard, I. T. U. president 
and secretary of the C. I. O. 


The I. T. U. was one of the founders of the 
A. F. of L., and labor leaders say its standing on 
the A. F. of L.-C. I, O. controversy will have an 
important bearing on the future of the rival 
organizations. 


Green, introduced by Howard, did not pull his 
punches as he assailed the C. I. O., accusing the 
organization headed by John L. Lewis of foment- 
ing rebellion. 


The present fight between the two labor bodies, 
Green declared, was destroying the “house of 
labor.” 


“There is room in America for but one unified, 
solid labor movement,” Green roared. 


Green reviewed A. F. of L. efforts to prevent 
the break off of the units making up the C. I. O. 
and said “there is no telling how much worse this 
thing will be a year from now unless we stop it.” 


“The I. T. U. is still in the Federation, yet its 
president is the secretary of a dual organization, 
signing charters for unions taken away from the 
A. F, of L.,” Green declared. 

“It is difficult for me to understand how the 
Typographical Union can reconcile its affiliation 
with the American Federation and such actions of 
one of its officers. I can’t believe the rank and file 
of your union would approve, if the question were 
submitted by a referendum vote.” 

Green declared surrender to the C. I. O. “un- 
thinkable” and called specifically on the printers to 
indicate what they would do. 

“The A. F. of L. wants to know,” he shouted. 

—__———_&_—____ 


AN APT STUDENT 
A young lady pulled up to the curb and smiled 
sweetly when the policeman informed her sternly 
that she was doing seventy-five miles an hour. 
“Isn’t that marvelous?” said she, “and I am only 
learning to drive.’—Chicago “Tribune.” 
—_———_&—________ 


Canadian Lawyers Score Laws 
As Tyrannical and Revolutionary 


The Canadian Parliament and the provincial 
legislatures, each in its sphere, have voted govern- 
ments powers which “no Tudor or Stuart king 
would have dared to claim.” This is the considered 
opinion of a committee of the Canadian Bar Asso- 
ciation after a study of legislative tendencies. Of 
the Quebec padlock law against free speech and 
free assembly its report says: “It takes away all 
the safeguards which even an ordinary criminal 
enjoys before conviction.” 

A Manitoba act designed to enable the Minister 
of Labor to prevent -strikes is described as revolu- 
tionary. The tendency of legislation is to set the, 
state above the law, the legal luminaries com- 
plain. 
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Street Car Operators 
Meet in San Francisco 


Opening of the biennial convention of the Amal- 
gamated Association of Street, Electric Railway 
and Motor Coach Employees of America at the 
Hotel Whitcomb in this city on Monday last was 
marked by the presence of employers, city and 
county officials and prominent citizens, who ex- 
pressed friendly welcome to the delegates assem- 
bled from all parts of the United States and Can- 
ada. : 

Wielding the gavel at the opening session was 
the veteran president of the union, William D. 
Mahon. Now 76 years old, Mahon pointed to the 
change in labor conditions, saying: 

“Company heads are here to welcome us today. 
It was not that way in the old days. Labor has 
been forced to assert itself. 


“Now. we can sit down with employers and dis- 
cuss our problems sensibly and harmoniously, We 
realize that upon the financial success of the com- 
pany depend the well being and jobs of the men.” 

Mahon paid high tribute to John A. O’Connell, 
secretary of the Labor Council, who welcomed 
the delegates to the city on behalf of organized 
labor. 

Addresses of welcome were delivered also by 
Mayor Angelo J. Rossi, Manager of Public Utili- 
ties Edward J. Cahill, President Alfred J. Lund- 
berg of the Key System and Samuel Kahn, Presi- 
dent of the Market Street Railway, who made fe- 
licitous remarks. 

President Robert Scott of Division 1004 of the 
Street Car Men welcomed the delegates in behalf 
of his organization, which is acting as host to the 
convention, which is expected to be in session the 
balance of the week. Various programs of enter- 
tainment will be carried out. 

President Mahon Reports Progress 

International President W. D. Mahon, in his re- 
port to the convention, drew attention to the 
progress along organizational lines and to the bet- 
terment in wages and working conditions made 
possible through the Union during the last two 
years, since the 1935 convention in Detroit. In 
this period eighty-six charters have been granted 
to groups of street railway, local and interstate 
bus company employees, and 24,274 members have 
heen enrolled. The gathering impetus of this or- 
ganizational drive is evidenced by the fact that 
almost ten thousand of these wage earners became 
members since the beginning of 1937. 

The Amalgamated Association has been en- 
gaged in extending the benefits of organization to 
interstate bus operators and other employees of the 
large motor stage lines throughout the country. 
Some fifty-five agreements have been effected with 
interstate bus managements in the last eight 
months, 


Eight-Hour Day and High Wages Restored 

Stressing the economic progress of the last two 
years, President Mahon stated that practically 
every member of the Amalgamated Association 
has now regained the pre-depression high rate of 
wages as the result of arbitration and negotiation. 
Many local divisions have exceeded these rates and 
reached new highs. The amount of added income 
resulting to the members runs into incalculable 
millions, 

The organization has been successful in restor- 
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ing the eight-hour day with time and a half for 
overtime in many situations and has brought about 
forty and, even thirty-six hour week without re- 
duction of wages on other properties. 

The Amalgamated Association has made notable 
strides in obtaining, paid vacations for its members. 
President Mahon’s report showed that while in 
1934 only-eleven divisions had established paid va- 
cations, by 1937.the members of sixty-three local 
divisions ,were receiving paid vacation periods 
ranging from seven to fourteen days and affect- 
ing some 60,000 members. _.., 

Loyal to. A. F. of L. 

The Amalgamated. Association has remained 
loyal to the American Federation of Labor in its 
fight against dual unionism and for preservation of 
democracy in the labor movement. It was expected 
that resolutions reaffirming this loyalty would be 
considered by the convention. 

President Mahon’s report pointed out that death, 
disability, and old-age benefits totaling $21,758,- 
791.62 have been paid since these funds were es: 
tablished in 1896. In the last two years alone 
2315 death benefit claims, 445 old-age benefit 
claims, and 14 disability benefit claims have been 
paid. 

Celebrates Forty-fifth Anniversary 

This convention marks the forty-fifth anniver- 
sary of the Amalgamated Association of Street, 
Electric Railway and Motor Coach Employees. It 
was founded under the inspiration of Samuel Gom- 
pers on September 15, 1892. W. D. Mahon, friend 
and co-worker of Gompers throughout a great 
part of his career, has been unanimously returned 
to the office of president of the Amalgamated As- 
sociation at every convention since his election in 
1893. President Mahon, who also is a member of 
the Executive Council of the A. F. of L., is one 
of the oldest leaders in the trade union movement 
in point of service. 

Communists in the C. I. O. 
- William Collins of New York, special representa- 
tive of the American Federation of Labor at the 
convention, addressed the delegates on Tuesday, 
saying in part: 

“It is not raising a “red” scare to face the facts. 
Communists have become the controlling leaders 
of the C. I. O.’s international uniens. 

“Division has come to labor and left us open 
to communists and unscrupulous carpetbaggers. 
They have sowed the seeds of discontent and dis- 
ruption in the labor movement.” 

Collins also. attacked the proposal for a “so- 
called labor party.” He claimed it would destroy 
the economic growth of organized labor. 

a ee 

Visitor—Is that bull dangerous? Farmer—Oh, 
no, ma’am; he’s one of the sort they use for mak- 
ing beef tea, , : 


Seven 


John F. Shelley Is 
Victim of Gangsters 


Knocked down and kicked by unknown assail- 
ants, John F. Shelley, president of the San Fran- 
cisco Labor Council, in attendance as a delegate to 
the State Federation of Labor convention at Long 
Beach, was taken to his hotel room on Monday 
night suffering from severe cuts on the face and 
head. 


He was attacked by a group of about fifty men 
as he left the Federation dance at the Municipal 
Auditorium. 

John Byrnes, also of San Francisco, a delegate 
from the Can Workers’ Union, was with Shelley. 
He was slugged on the head and mouth. 

Shelley is reported to have attributed the attack 
to the fact he is a progressive in the labor move- 
ment. “I am known as a progressive and have been 
outspoken against gangster methods in union 
activities,” he said. 

ee 
RULE TO PREVENT COERCION 

The San Francisco Board of Education, at its 
regular meeting.on Tuesday last, adopted a rule 
the purpose of which is to prevent coercion of 
teachers into joining certain professional organ- 
izations or to refrain from becoming members of 
other bodies. The rule is similar to one that has 
been in effect in the Los Angeles School Depart- 
ment for some time and which has been effective 
in protecting teachers from coercion. 


Teacher—Do you know the population of Lon- 
don? Promising Pupil—Not all of them. We only 
lived there about two years. 
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Run o’ the Hook 


By GEORGE S. HOLLIS 
President Typographical Union No. 21 

The next monthly meeting of San Francisco 
Typographical Union will be held in Convention 
Hall, Labor Temple, 2940 Sixteenth street, corner 
of Capp, at 1 p. m. Sunday, September 19. With 
interest in the union’s activities perceptibly on the 
increase, a large attendance is anticipated. 

Distinctly showing a partiality to typographical 
terms in “announcing a new face,” John Sorensen 
of the Patterson & Sullivan Chapel says it is that 
of “Margaret Emily, designed and produced by 
John and Morien Sorensen September 10, 1937, 
6:15 p. m.; weight, 614 Ib. font; height, one news- 
paper column; semi-roman face of Swedish origin; 
makes a clean impression, but requires frequent 
make-ready and washing; good display face (cries 
for attention); self-wetting; firm body, square 
shoulders; will not become obsolete—will be more 
popular and useful with age; exclusive rights ob- 
tained; no duplicates are available; now on display 
at Children’s Hospital, San Francisco; your in- 
spection invited. House of Sorensen, 1381 Forty- 
third avenue.” The printed description of the 
“new face” is partly concealed by the figure of a 
sturdy infant outlined in an appropriate shade of 
blue ink. Uh, huh! So that’s the reason for the 
expansive smile, is it, Papa John?, and all the 
warm congratulations? The report that Baby Mar- 
garet Emily and her mother are “doing nicely” is 
gratifying, too. 

George E. Glasser, member of Chicago Typo- 
graphical Union, paid a brief visit to union head- 
quarters last Wednesday. Mr. Glasser, a linotype 
operator employed on the Chicago “Tribune,” was 
en route home from Los Angeles, where he had 
been visiting his two daughters, Marion, a junior 
at U. C. L. A., and Grace, who is the fiancee of 
William R. Staggs, aviation cadet pilot attached to 
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the U. S. S. Ranger and wimner of the first prize | 
($100,000) recently awarded by a cigarette manu- | 
facturing company in a puzzle contest. Mr. Staggs | 
is now flying in Peru. Mr. Glasser is well ac- | 
quainted with Wiley K. (“Judge”) Galloway, El- | 


mer Hess and Paul Pferdner, all former members 


of San Francisco Typographical Union and all fel- 


low employes of his on the “Tribune.” Included 


in the points of interest at which Mr. Glasser will | 


stop on his way east will be the Union Printers’ 
Home at Colorado Springs. Mr. Glasser’s sojourn 
in San Francisco, he said, was necessarily made 
brief because of an unexpected delay he encoun- 
tered in Los Angeles. This was disappointing to 
him, but he found comfort in the hope that he 
would be able to spend more time in San Fran- 
cisco next month, when he would come to the 
Coast to attend the marriage of his daughter and 
Mr. Staggs. 


Gus Ohlson, one time member of San Francisco 
Typographical Union, but an affiliate of Sacra- 
mento Union for the last twenty years, spent the 
early part of the current week in the Bay region, 
which gave him the pleasurable opportunity of 
greeting many of his old associates in the printing 
fraternity. His short visit here provoked a longin’ 
to return to the scene of his earlier days. 


Ross Draper, publisher of the Lassen ‘“Advo- 
cate,” has purchased the Lassen “Mail,” which con- 
tinues to be published weekly. W. Conn, publisher 
of the “Mail” for the last year, retains two presses 
and operates the Paramount Press, commercial 
printing firm.—The Linotype News. (Draper, a 
former member of Typographical Union No. 21, is 
well known in San Francisco printing circles. He 
was at one time in the employ of the Mergenthaler 
Linotype Company.) 

J. E. Meade, F. H. Kothe and Joe Wiseman, all 
of the “Racing Form,” are en route to the conven- 
tion in Meade’s carry-all. Hope they don’t run 
head-on into a Texas bull, as did Joe Delaney, 
Ray McDonald and a couple of other guys on their 
way to the Houston convention. Wiseman is re- 
puted to have made his first convention trip in the 
popular vehicle of the times—the covered wagon. 
—Los Angeles “Citizen.” 


ee 
WORLD’S BIGGEST CLOCK 

The world’s biggest clock has been installed at 
the airport of Durban, South Africa. More than 
200 feet in diameter, the giant timepiece, which 
lies flat on the ground, is easily read from great 
heights. The face is made of cement and has 
electrically operated hands. 
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Mailer Notes 
By LEROY C. SMITH 


The regular monthly meeting of No. 18 will be 
held at the Labor Temple on Sunday, Septem. 
ber 19. 

It is reported propositions affecting mailers will 
be offered at the I. T. U. convention at Louisville, 


Ky. Members of mailer unions which voted down 
propositions to send delegates to this convention 
may find themselves in the same boat with mem- 
bers who invariably have “no time” to attend 
meetings of their own union, but “squawk” over 
what transpires at union meetings. 


A peculiar situation exists in the Denver Mailers’ 
Union. The Denver “Post” still operates an open- 
shop mailing room. They pay four or five “key- 
men” in the mailing room of that paper “good 
wages,” and these show no interest in joining the 
local union. Though the Denver union receives 
neither moral nor financial support from the M. T, 
D. U., yet they continue paying dues to that 
organization. 


Otto G. Lepp, I. T. U. mailer representative, has 
gone to Pittsburgh, Pa., on business connected 
with mailers of that city. Through Lepp’s efforts, 
Rockford, IIl., mailers have been chartered. Also a 
Mt. Morris, Ill., petition with seventy-five signers 
has been forwarded to I. T. U. headquarters, with 
recommendations for a charter. 


———_@___—___ 


REAFFIRM LOYALTY TO A. F. OF L. 


The National Association of Letter Carriers, in 
convention in Kansas City, Mo., reaffirmed their 
“faith” in the American Federation of Labor and 
passed a resolution stating they would never 
“amalgamate with any other organization that 
would cause them to lose their autonomy.” Speak- 
ers urging the resolution asserted the organiza- 
tion’s success was due to the efforts of its own 
officers working in conjunction with the A. F. 
of L. 


—_————_ &_—____ 
ANDREW FURUSETH DESTITUTE? 


The following resolutions were unanimously 
adopted by the Sailors’ Union of the Pacific on 
September 8, 1937, according to “West Coast 
Sailors:” 

“Whereas, From reliable information it appears 
that Andrew Furuseth is now destitute; and 


“Whereas, Andrew Furuseth has always stood 
for seamen’s rights and undoubtedly has been the 
outstanding champion for human freedom; and 

“Whereas, He has so valiantly carried on in all 
honesty that he has become an international fig- 
ure; and 

“Whereas, It would be an everlasting disgrace 
if the seamen would let him suffer privation in his 
last years; Therefore be it resolved, That the sec- 
retary of the Sailors’ Union of the Pacific immedi- 
ately contact Madam Perkins, secretary of the 
Department of Labor, for the purpose of getting 
proper information as to the amount of financial 
aid that is needed, and as soon as the information 
is at hand, the secretary immediately send the 
amount needed to Madam Perkins; and be it fur- 
ther 

“Resolved, That all component maritime unions 
be requested to contribute pro rata amounts.” 

(A dispatch from Washington yesterday reported 
Furuseth in the hospital and receiving the best of 
care.—Ed.) 
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Japanese Are Fishing 
In Bristol Bay Area 


(Alaska Weekly) 

Huge quantities of the highest grade sockeye 
salmon spawned in American waters are being 
caught by Japanese fishing invaders off the Alas- 
kan coast in the Bering Sea, according to Olaf 
Kittel, first mate of the Seattle codfisher Sophie 
Christenson, which returned recently from north- 
ern waters. 

Captain Shields said that he saw so many lights 
one night in the Bering Sea “it looked like a city,” 
but actually the lights marked a vast expanse of 
Japanese fishing nets. 

Mate Kittel said that, although the Japanese 
minimize their salmon catches in telling of them, 
and deny “invasion” of American waters, he saw 
a net estimated at four miles long, filled with sal- 
mon. 

Drifting Net Filled 

“On July 6 this summer the Sophie was an- 
chored six miles offshore from Cape Greig, Bristol 
Bay, in the Bering Sea,” said Kittel. “I was in my 
dory about four miles southwest from the vessel. 
A Japanese salmon net came drifting with the 
tide, right on top of me. I had to heave up my 
anchor and get out of there, or the net would 
have snarled my propellor. There was the main 
net on edge across the tide, with salmon gilled 
all through it, some wiggling, some dead.” 

“The water was too deep for me to see how far 
down the net extended. Attached to the cork lines 
was a sort of apron gillnet of lighter web. It was 
full of the highest grade sockeye salmon. This 
apron gillnet, with its salmon, was rolled up. The 
roll was nearly a foot and a half in diameter, filled 
solidly with salmon.” 

The Sophie’s mate said he followed the net for 
twenty minutes in his dory, which has a speed 
of six miles an hour, and estimated he ran half 
the length of the net when a Japanese boat ap- 
peared at the other end of the net, about another 
two miles away. He said the net probably was 
four miles long. 


Power Boats Used 

“That evening we were sailing,” said Kittel. 
“The same Japanese vessel came back and began 
sailing about 200 yards from us. They set net 
as far as we could see them. There was another 
Japanese vessel with them to set four miles more.” 

Captain Shields described the Japanese nets as 
“vacuum cleaners of the sea, which will vacuum- 
clean the entire Bering Sea of salmon.” 

Although power boats of American fishermen 
are prohibited in Bristol Bay, the Japanese use 
them extensively, the captain said. Japanese 
“mother ships” have a capacity of as much as 12,- 
000 tons. According to Captain Shields, Japanese 
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fishermen not only fish for salmon in the northern 
waters, but also fish for cod before and after the 


salmon runs. 
SS, Ae 


POSTAL CLERKS ARE LOYAL 
The National Federation of Postoffice Clerks, 
closing its national convention in Toledo, Ohio, 
last week, pledged its loyalty to the American 
Federation of Labor, of which it is an affiliate. 


ee ee ee 
Doctors Vision Silicosis Cure 


General interest is being manifested in the new 
pathological treatment for silicosis discovered after 
considerable experimentation at the Banting In- 
stitute, Toronto, Canada, in connection with re- 
search work at the McIntyre Mine at Schumacher, 
Ontario. 


The details of the discovery will be published in 
the journal of the Canadian Medical Association, 
according to an announcement by the Toronto 
Academy of :Medicine. A brief statement issued 
by the Academy declared that the discovery repre- 
sented the most outstanding contribution in the 
history of silicosis research and that it might 
“point the way to the prevention of what is re- 
garded as perhaps the chief of our industrial dis- 
eases.” 


Silicosis is an occupational disease caused by the 
accumulation of dust in the lungs. In incapaci- 
tates a worker, generally leads to tuberculosis, and 
inevitably causes death. It develops in men whose 
work is in rock quartz, sand and other dusts found 
in mines and foundries. 

So far no cure for silicosis has been discovéred, 
although many governments, including the govern- 
ment of the United States, are making thorough 
surveys with regard to methods for both its dim- 
inution and prevention. 

The government of Ontario has a provision 
whereby mines are obliged to set aside capital 
funds for the compensation of workers who con- 
tract the disease. In the United States some of 
the state workmen’s compensation laws include 
silicosis. as a compensable disease. 

Hitherto masks and respirators have been em- 
ployed to prevent contraction of silicosis. The new 
method developed by the Banting Institute, how- 
ever, promises prevention by pathological means. 
It is believed that the metallic aluminum delays 
the solubility of the quartz dust, thus preventing 
modules forming in the lungs. 
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Olive Branch Extended 


By A. F. of L. President 


In a statement following the concluding session 


| of the executive council of the American Federa- 


tion of Labor at the council’s fall meeting held in 
Atlantic City, N. J., William Green, president of 
the Federation, reiterated previous statements to 
the effect that the A. F. of L. would welcome the 


| ten suspended C. I. O. unions to the Federation’s 


annual convention in Denver beginning October 4, 
so that the question of craft unions and industrial 
unions could be fought out on the floor of the 
convention. 


Green said that if the ten unions, which were 
suspended by the Tampa convention of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor last November for being 
a dual organization and disloyal to the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor, accepted the invitation 
it would indicate that they were leaving the Com- 
mittee for Industrial Organization. He declared 
they would be welcome with their increased mem- 
bership. and their increased voting strength would 
be recognized. 


While expressing doubt that the ten unions 
would desert Lewis’ Committee for Industrial Or- 
ganization, Green said that if they did so the next 
step toward peace would be the appointment of 
a joint committee from both groups to study the 
situation. 

“The longer this fight goes on the more com- 
plicated the issues become,” he declared. “It will 
be harder to settle today than a year ago, and it 
will be still harder to settle in another year.” 


———__—_—_—_ &_______ 
NO WONDER HE ASKED 


Conductor—Did you get home all right last 
night, sir? Passenger—Of course; why do you 
ask? Conductor—Well, when you got up and gave 
the lady your seat last night you were the only 
two in the car. 

oe —______ 
A NEW CUSTOM 


Said the dowager, as she watched the crowd 
busily enjoying themselves: “In my young days, 
shaking in one’s shoes was a sign of fear, but now 
it is merely a new dance!”—Ex. 
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S. F.. Labor Council 


. Labor Council meets every Friday at 8 p. m. at 
Labor Temple, Sixteenth and Capp streets. Secre- 
tary’s office and headquarters, Room 205, Labor 
Temple. The Executive and Arbitration Committees 
meet every Monday at 7:30 p. m. Label Section 
meets first and third Wednesdays at 8 p. m. Head- 
quarters phone, MArket 6304. 


Synopsis of Minutes of Meeting Held Friday 
Evening, September 10, 1937 


Called to order at 8:20 p. m. by President John 
F. Shelley. 

Roll Call of Officers—Sergeant-at-Arms Patrick 
O’Brien excused. 

Minutes of Previous Meeting — Approved as 
printed in Labor Clarion. 

Credentials—Automobile Salesmen No. 1067, A. 
Anderson vice Carl Fry; Bartenders 41, Hughie 
Bryant, Joe Smith, Jack -Neergaard and Angelo 
Dambrogio vice Kenny Ryan, Dan Rue, Harry 
Morrison and James Ferguson; Arthur Neergard 
vice Michael Joyce and Thomas Quirk vice James 
Burke; Marine Cooks and Stewards’ Association, 
Alfred Laforme vice Paul Boyles; Miscellaneous 
Employees 110, Al Ward vice Joe Watters; Garage 
Employees 665, Barney J. Dreyfus vice Arnold 
Moss; Chauffeurs 265, J. McMahon vice W. White; 
Automotive Parts and Accessories Clerks 1026, 
William J. McKeon Jr. vice Leslie E. Fountain; 
Milk Wagon Drivers 226, Thomas Kennedy vice 
Steve Gilligan; Steam Shovel and Dredgemen, 
Joseph Stickney vice James Raven; Millinery 
Workers 40, Emma Kashuba vice Carmen Lucia; 
Gardeners and Nursery Workers 1133, George 
Lyle vice Albert Schock; Trackmen’s 687, F. J. 
Ferguson vice Mathew Bohan; Street Carmen 518, 
Lou Cancilla and George Gaynor vice Ed Grant 
and Edward Vandeleur; Corrugated Fibre Pro- 
ducts 562, additional delegates to Boben, Wingo 
and Vargo, Lawrence Watkins and John O’Con- 
nor; Street Car Men 1004, D. Wagees vice Flet- 
cher Moss; Fruit and Vegetable Clerks 1017, 
Henry Savin vice Larry Cohn; Professional Em- 
balmers 9049, Edgar Levy vice W. J. Williams. 

Communications—San Francisco Bay Area A. 
F. of L. Committee for the Freedom of Mooney 
and Billings, inclosing check for $1500 for the 
Mooney-Billings Defense Fund; contributions for- 
warded to this committee were from labor organ- 
izations throughout the United States and Canada, 
and requesting a receipt for this amount. Brother- 


WE DON’T PATRONIZE LIST 


The concerns listed below are on the “We Don’t 


Patronize List’ of the San Francisco Labor 

Council. Members of Labor Unions and sympa- 

thizers are requested to cut this out and post it. 

B & G Sandwich Shops. 

Benatar's Cut Rate Drug Store, 807 Market. 

California Building Maintenance Co., 20 Ninth. 

California Packing Corporation. 

Clinton Cafeterias. - j 

Curtis Publishing Co., publishers of “Saturda: 
Evening Post,’ ‘‘Ladies’ Home Journal,” 
“Country Gentleman.” 

Don's Dellar Sedan Service, 925 Larkin. 

Fawn Restaurant, 1050 Van Ness avenue. 

Forderer Cornice Works, 269 Potrero. 

Foster’s Lunches and Bakeries. 

Goldberg, Bowen & Co., grocers, 242 Sutter. 

Goldstone Bros., manufacturers overalls and 
workingmen’s clothing. 

Gordon's Sea Food Grotto, Ferry Building. 

Howard Automobile Company. 

J. C. Hunken’s Grocery Stores. 

Kroehler Furniture Manufacturing Company. 

L. C. Smith Typewriter Company, 545 Market. 

O'Keefe-Merritt Stove- Co. Products, Los An- 


geles. 
Pacific Label Company, 1150 Folsom. 
Remington-Rand Inc., 509 Market. 
Royal Typewriter Company, 153 Kearny. 
Shell Oil Company. : : 
Standard Oil Company. 
Underwood Typewriter Company, 531 Market. 
Woodstock Typewriter Company, 21 Second. 
All Non-Union independent taxicabs. 
Barber shops that do not display the shop card 
of the Journeymen Barbers’ Union are unfair. 
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a 


hood of Pulp, Sulphite and Paper Mill Workers, 


Local 141, Liverpool, Nova Scotia, inclosing check 


of $10 for Mooney Fund. Request from Carlos 
Jiminez, organizer of Railroad Laborers 1124, 
asking co-operation and support of unions espe- 
cially connected with this class of labor; referred 
to officers of Council. Bookbinders 31-125, thank- 
ing officers of Council for their co-operation and 
wise counsel: relative to their controversy with 
the McBee Company, also thanking the executive 
committee for interest in their problem and also 
to the officers and’ members of the International 
Brotherhood of Teamsters for their very able 
assistance. Amalgamated Association Street and 
Electric Railway Employees 1004, extending an 
invitation to Secretary O’Connell to address their 
convention Monday morning, September 13, 1937, 
in the roof garden of the Whitcomb Hotel. Tele- 
gram received from President Green officially di- 
recting that Longshoremen and Warehousemen’s 
local unions be immediately disassociated from 
membership in the San Francisco Labor Council 
—‘These organizations are no longer eligible to 
membership in your Council. For that reason I 
direct that action be taken against them at once. 
(Signed) William Green, President A. F. of L.” 
Moved to comply with the-request contanied in 
telegram. Amendment that action on the tele- 
gram be held in abeyance until after the conven- 
tion of the California State Federation of Labor. 
The vote on closing debate was 298 in favor, 28 
against. The amendment to the motion was lost 
and the original motion to comply with telegram 
was carried by a vote of 283 in favor, 123 against. 
A communication from Longshoremen -38-79 was 
read, explaining their position on the above ques- 
tion, 

Resolutions—Introduced by President Shelley, 
Musicians’ Union Local 6 and Maritime Council 
No. 2, relative to the subject of anti-picketing 
ordinance, were presented. Motion made and 
seconded that the resolutions be adopted; an 
amendment made by Brother Heidelberg recom- 
mending that an amendment covering picketing 
be referred to the law and legislative committee 
for the purpose of drafting regulatory legislation 
regarding picketing to be submitted to the Board 
of Supervisors. An amendment to the amend- 
ment was made that the subject matter of the 
resolutions pertaining to picketing be referred to 
the law and legislative committee and the exe- 
cutive committee to adopt a program to combat 
ithe initiative ordinance placing on the statute 
‘books the anti-picketing faw. 

Executive Committeé—Meéeting held Tuesday 
evening, September 7, in: the matter of controversy 


between .Electrical] Workers No. 202 and the. 


American District Telegraph Company; Brother 
Plasmier was present and agreed that the matter 
be referred to Secretary O’Connell to arrange; for 
a conference with thé local representative of the 
icompany who had agreed over the phone to convey 
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the decision of the headquarters of the company 
(which is located in the East). Recommendation 
concurred in. In the matter of the controversy of 
Grocery Clerks with certain grocery stores, Brother 
Fink was present and requested sanction to picket 
the Sanitary Market. It was agreed that permis- 
sion be given to do so provided sanction be 
granted by the Meat Cutters’ Union, who have an 
agreement with certain markets and a number of 
men employed there; concurred in. In the matter 
of the controversy of the Gardeners and Nursery 
Workers with a number of golf clubs, the union 
was represented by Brothers Shack and McGoy- 
ern; it was agreed to refer the matter to the offi- 
cers of the Council for the purpose of arranging 
between the parties in interest, if possible, a meet- 
ing for Friday afternoon, September 10, at 2 p. m. 


Report of Law and Legislative Committee— 
Meeting postponed one week to September 21, 
1937. 

Reports of Unions—Textile and Shoe Salesmen 
410 have organized Roos Brothers. Cleaners and 
Dyers’ Local 7 are operating seventeen plants with 
members of the A. F. of L. Machinists 68 have 
signed an agreement with the Liggett & Myers 
Tobacco Company, gaining material benefits and 
other conditions. Grocery Clerks 648 have signed 
agreement with 1800 stores in San Francisco, but 
are having difficulty with some independent stores; 
request all friends of organized labor to refrain 
from patronizing stores keeping open evenings, 
Sundays and holidays. Departments Store Em- 
ployees 1100 have signed up all Kress stores. 
Street Carmen 518 reported the “L” Line has 
been extended to Fleishhacker Pool and will open 
Wednesday, September 15. Optical Workers have 
signed agreements with retail dealers in the Bay 
area; receiving an increase and other conditions. 
Masters, Mates and Pilots 90 have taken a vote 
on the American-Hawaiian Steamship Company 
matter, in the hands of the Regional Labor Board; 
which ruled that Local 90 represents the deck offi- 
cers for the purpose of collective bargaining. 
Sailors of the Pacific passed a resolution to take 
care of Andrew Furuseth for the rest of his life; 
were compelled to take a position with reference 
to steam schooners; are having trouble with In- 
landboatmen infringing on their jurisdiction. Auto- 
mobile Salesmen request that when purchasing 
automobiles, members look for the salesman’s card. 

Unfinished Business—Nominations for a dele- 
gate to the convention of American Federation of 


‘Labor, to be held in Denver, October 4, were 


called for; John F. Shelley, Fred West and Eddie 
Love were placed in nomination; further nomina- 
tions will be in order Friday, September 24. 


New Business—Moved that we adjourn for two 
weeks; motion carried. 


Receipts, $916; expenditures, $3,138.54. 
Council adjourned at 11:15 p. m.~ 
Fraternally submitted. 
JOHN A. O’CONNELL, Secretary. 
———— 
NO COUNCIL MEETING TONIGHT 


The San Francisco Labor Council will hold no 
meeting tonight. The next meeting will be held 
Friday, September 24. 


MARIN-DELL 
MILK 


100% UNION 


LISTEN TO BUDDA 
EVERY SATURDAY—KFRC 8-9 


Friday, September 17, 1937 


LABOR CLARION 


Eleven 


nara rrrnerninnc II 
Longshoremen and Warehousemen Expelled From Labor Council 


The long-expected movement to expel from the 
San Francisco Labor Council those unions which 
have thrown in their lot with John L. Lewis’s 
Committee for Industrial Organization was 
launched last Friday night, resulting in two of the 
largest unions on the Council’s roster being voted 
out by a large majority at a largely attended 
meeting. 

The ousted unions are the International Long- 
shoremen’s Association No. 38-79 and the Ware- 
housemen’s Union, claiming a combined member- 
ship of approximately fifteen thousand. 

A lengthy debate preceded the voting, and great 
interest was manifested in the remarks of the 
various speakers both by the delegates and the 
considerable throng of spectators. The vote by 
which the delegates of the two unions were un- 
seated was 283 to 123. 

Green Orders Expulsion 

The debate was precipitated after the reading of 
a telegram from William Green, president of the 
American Federation of Labor, addressed to John 
A. O’Connell, secretary of the Council, as follows: 

“Because maritime organizations under con- 
trol of Mr. Bridges at San Francisco have 
affliated with C. I. O. officially direct the 
longshoremen and warehousemen’s local un- 
ions be immediately dissociated from mem- 
bership in the San Francisco Labor Council. 

These organizations are no longer eligible to 

membership in your council. For that reason 

I direct that action be taken against them at 

once.” 

After the reading of the telegram Secretary 
O'Connell moved compliance with the order. In 
support of his motion O’Connell said: 

“As long as the American Federation of Labor 
charter hangs on the wall of the Council there is 
only one thing to do, and that is go down the 
line with the A. F. of L. until we assume another 
position,” 

A longshoremen’s delegate interrupted the de- 
bate while a lengthy letter from his union was 
read. The communication outlined the union’s po- 
sition on affiliation. Henry Schrimpf of the 

L. A. suggested delay in acting on the expulsion 
motion, saying, “longshoremen do not want to be 
separated from the labor movement,” and hasty ac- 
tion would not solve the problem. This amendment 
was subsequently rejected. 

Haggerty Criticizes Lewis’s Policies 

Daniel J. Haggerty, a former president of the 
Labor Council, reviewed the entire history of the 
split that began when Lewis got into the A. F. 
ot L.’s executive council by increasing its member- 
ship and then refused to abide by the majority de- 
cision on the form of organization to be followed. 
(he same tactics, he declared, have been evident 
in San Francisco since 1934. Urging expulsion, 
he said the C. I. O. was-dismembering the A. F. 
ot L, 

Harry Bridges declared the longshoremen can- 
not split, and apparently the only alternative was 

“kick them out” of the A. F. of L. “I don’t 
believe,” he said, “that we’re going to settle the 
(I. O. issue in this Council. If you expel all the 
unions, that won’t settle it. You can’t stop the 
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Brotherhood of Teamsters, E. F. Dillon of the | 
Machinists, Anthony Noriega of the Theatrical 
Federation, and S. W. Douglas of the Carmens’ 
Union were other speakers. 

O’Connell’s Caustic Comment 

John O’Connell closed the debate by saying he 
could not understand “why any union wants to 
live in two houses,” and quoted from press ac- 
counts citing Bridges regarding the proposed 
ouster move. 

Replying to: an accusation by Bridges that the 
Labor Council formerly had a “company union” 
seated in its hall, O’Connell countered with the 
assertion it had been seated “by an international 
president,” and declared that Bridges himself had 
been a member of it. 

“It took the same gentleman,” he declared, 
long time to take out his first papers and he took 
them out because he had to in order to become a 
member of the ‘blue book’ union.” 

Charging the C. I. O. with an attempt “to in- 
fluence every organization affiliated with the 
A. F. of L. to drop it and take C. I. O. char- 
ters,” O’Connell added: 

“And that’s not in the mass production indus- 
tries only, either.” 

“I’m not going to talk about unity,” he said. 
“T never knew a secession move in my life that 
had unity for its purpose.” 

Referring to an assertion that the A. F. of L. 
was kicking out “small unions” only O’Connell de- 
clared: 

“Well, here’s the biggest spud in the puddle 
now.” Saas SS 


Seamen's Election Delay 
Refused by Labor Board 


Organized labor in Washington regretted the 
arbitrary action of the National Labor Relations 
Board in refusing the reasonable request of the 
American Federation of Labor for a postponement 
of the elections among seamen on fifty-six Atlan- 
tic and Gulf steamship lines until the reorganiza- 
tion of the International Seamen’s Union of 
America, ordered by the A. F. of L. executive 
council at its recent meeting in Atlantic City, 
N. J., was accomplished. 

As originally planned by the Labor Board the 
election would be between the International Sea- 
men’s Union of America and the National Maritime 
Union, affiliated with the Committee for Indus- 
trial Organization. 
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Charlton Ogburn, representing the International 
Seamen’s Union and the American Federation of 
Labor, asked that the election be postponed on the 
ground that the Seamen’s Union is undergoing re- 
organization and that its name might be changed. 
He held that immediate elections would be prema-+ 
ture and pleaded against undue haste. 


The board, however, decided against the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor and ordered the elections 
to begin within a week, with the proviso that the 
changed name of the Seamen’s Union, if the board 
was notified of it within the week, would be placed 
on all ballots. The board’s ruling added: 


“Should notice of a change in name not be 
given, the board will provide that seamen will be 
able to distinguish between the contesting groups 
through having the ballot offer them a choice be- 
tween ‘International Seamen’s Union of America, 
or its successor, affiliated with the American Fed- 
eration of Labor,’ and ‘National Maritime Union 
of America, affiliated with the Committee for In- 
dustrial Organization’.” 


——_—_@ 
McLaughlin Succeeds Casey 


John P. McLaughlin, secretary treasurer and 
business manager of Local Union No, 85, Truck 
Drivers, San Francisco, and president of the Joint 
Council, has been appointed by General President 
Tobin as second vice-president of our Interna- 
tional Union and his appointment has been con- 
firmed by the members of the general executive 
board. McLaughlin is filling the place on the 
board made vacant by the death of Vice-president 
Casey. He was always a very close friend and 
associate of Brother Casey and is also a charter 
member of Local No. 85. He has been honored 
many times by the labor movement as well as by 
our International. We congratulate him and wish 
him success in his general work and as vice-presi- 
dent of our International Union.”—Teamsters’ Of- 
ficial Magazine. 
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IPRS in San Francisco 


Again, as in 1935 and 1936, The San Francisco Bank holds 
first place in the financing of San Francisco real estate. 


During the first half of 1937 this bank recorded $12,159,729 
of loans on local properties. This is 19.85 per cent of all 
the money advanced by banks, insurance companies, other 
lending agencies, and individuals. It is $1,349,191 more 
than the total for the next largest lender. 
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“Rival Labor Council” 
Organized by Bridges 


The aftermath of last Friday’s meeting of the 
San Francisco Labor Council, at which the local 
Longshoremen’s and Warehousemen’s unions were 
expelled from membership, took place last Sun- 
day, when, at the call of Harry Bridges, a “C. I. 
O. Central Labor Council” was formed at a meet- 
ing at 1179 Market street. 

A committee said to represent twenty-two affi- 
liated unions was named to draw up a constitution 
and by-laws for the rump organization. 

Criticism of the Teamsters’ Union for refusal 
to move freight to and from the steamship docks, 
and pledges of support to the warehousemen and 
longshoremen in the fight against the Teamsters 
were features of the meeting. A resolution attack- 
ing the attitude of the American Federation of 
Labor Cleaners and Dyers’ Union in its jurisdic- 
tional dispute with the C. I. O. local in the same 
industry also was adopted. 

Harry Bridges was not present at the meeting, 
which was presided over by Louis Goldblatt, vice- 
president of the Warehousemens’ Union. 
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Constitution Day 

Today is Constitution Day, and throughout the 
United States celebration of the Sesquicentennial 
of the signing of the instrument which guarantees 
to the people their liberties will be generally ob- 
served. The national program is in charge of 
Congressman Sol Bloom of New York, and local 
committees were appointed in each community to 
co-operate with him in plans for a fitting com- 
memoration of the day. 

In San Francisco a committee appointed by 
Mayor Angelo J. Rossi, under the chairmanship of 
Supervisor James B. McSheehy, laid out a com- 
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prehensive program, including luncheons at which 
prominent speakers made addresses on the topic 
of the day, observance of Constitution Week by 
public and private schools, a short outdoor civic 
ceremony in the Civic Center to be addressed by 
Mayor Rossi, and concluding with a banquet at 
a local hotel, at which will be heard a national 
broadcast of an address by President Roosevelt, 

The hearty co-operation of the schools in the 
week’s celebration is a matter of gratification to 
the committee, which commends Superintendent 
Nourse and his able aides for the interest mani- 
fested. 


Martin Mum on “Purge” 


Rumors of the “communist purge” within the 
ranks of the United Automobile Workers of 
America went unanswered by Homer Martin, pres- 
ident, on the eve of an executive board meeting 
in Detroit. 

The newly-elected board, assembled this week 
for the first time since the union’s international 
convention at Milwaukee meets in the wake of re- 
ported “communism” charges by Martin against 
the Flint local. 

Martin, who recently denounced the “Commun- 
ist party and its principles” while at the same 
time disclosing the board likely would discharge 
several organizers, said he preferred to make no 
further statement. 


Ss 
LINDELOF IS RE-ELECTED 

The Brotherhood of Painters, Decorators and 
Paperhangers of America, in convention in Buffalo, 
N. Y., re-elected Lawrence P. Lindelof, Lafayette, 
Ind., as general president for a four-year term. 
Eight hundred delegates voted unanimously to re- 
turn Lindelof to the office he has held for eight 
years. He is a member of Hammond, Ind., Local 
No. 460. 
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C. |. O. Leadership 


(Teamsters’ Bulletin) 


Powers Hapgood, John Brophy and Adolph 
Germer—those three names stir up memories of 
the Indianapolis convention “of 1930. 

Before going further it is well that it be estab. 
lished in our minds that Powers Hapgood is field 
representative, Adolph Germer, general organizer, 
and John Brophy, executive director of the Com- 
mittee for Industrial Organization of which John 
L, Lewis is the titular head. 

“Fakirs, repudiated leaders, traitors to the 
unions, opportunists and purveyors of every false. 
hood, slander and deception.” That is a quotation 
of the words of John L. Lewis at the Indianapolis 
convention, used to describe his three foremost 
aides of today— Powers Hapgood, John Brophy 
and Adolph Germer. 

“The history of the United Mine Workers oj 
America under the regime of John L. Lewis has 
been an unbroken series of defeats and calamities 
throwing hundreds of thousands of our members 
and their families into the depths of poverty and 
destitution.” These are the words of Hapgood, 
Brophy, Adolph Germer and others when they 
called a secession convention at Springfield, Illi- 
nois, in 1930. 
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